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What you need:  
 

●​ A large open space where children can line up to 50 feet 
●​ A long measuring tape if available 
●​ A traffic cone or some way to designate 50 feet if needed 
●​ A grapefruit or similar sized ball 
●​ Different sized balls (basketball, beach ball, baseball) 

 
 
What to do: 
 
Go to a large space at least 50 feet long.  Have your child/children guess how 
long 50 feet is.  Grace, as a female whale, measures about 50 feet long.  It may 
surprise your group that male humpbacks are smaller, they are usually about 45 
feet.  Explain that they can use their bodies to see how long that really is.  Have 
your group make a line and have each child take up about 2 feet.  If you have 
less children, have them line up and measure out the remaining distance to 
show 50 feet either with a tape or approximation.   If you have only one or a few 
children, have them stand on one end, and walk 50 feet away from them to 
show the length of a humpback.   
 
Reflection 
 
Did the Humpback whale’s size surprise them?  They are huge, but one part of 
their body may not be as big as they imagine.  Place out different sized balls and 
the grapefruit and ask your group to pick the one that they think is the closest 
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Home/safety K 1, K 4, F 3 Adult Humpback whales rarely 
need to worry about natural 
predators due to their size, as large 
as 1 1/2 school buses.  However, 
orca and large sharks will prey 
upon young or injured whales. 



to their eye size.  It may surprise everyone that it is only about the size of a 
grapefruit!   


