OCEAN ACTIVITY BOOK LESSON
Octopus Egg Strands

Page Topic Learning outcomes Dive Deeper Content

28 Family K4 F1,F3 Giant Pacific octopus lay
thousands of translucent, raindrop
shaped eggs. The female attaches
them together in a strand and will
protect them for 6-7 months,
usually never leaving them. She
blows nutrient rich water over her
eggs and protects them from
predators until they hatch and
float away.

What you need:

e Play-doh, model magic or clay
e String or twine

What to do:

Explain how Octavia the octopus would lay her eggs and attach them together
in long strands. Invite children to make an egg strand of raindrop shaped eggs
and attach them to the string or twine. Depending on the clay you use, you
may be able to keep the strands/hang them up.

Note that after the female octopus has taken care of her eggs for the majority of
their development, she will die before they hatch. The Giant Pacific octopus (as
with most octopus species) reproduces only once, and this marks the last phase
of her life. This information is not shared in the Ocean Activity book due to the
age of the targeted audience, but we want you to be aware of this if looking for
additional resources that may include that information so you can decide how
to filter or monitor that for your group/child.

Reflection:



Imagine being a baby octopus, you just hatch and float away! How is that
different for human babies? How does your family/caregiver take care of you?



