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What you need:  
 

●​ An open space  
●​ Vocalization cards (5 different sounds, 2 cards per sound) 

 
What to do: 
 
Print enough phonetic calls so that each child can have one.  Make sure that 
everyone has a match (one listening, one calling).  Ask the children to look at the 
letters and think of what sound they will either be listening for, or making.   Half 
of the cards have an ear drawing to indicate they need to listen (as the mom 
penguin does) and the other half of the cards have a face talking to indicate 
that they need to make the sound like the baby penguin would.   There are 5 
different sounds.  If you have more than 10 children you can have them pair up 
or print another set.  If you have an odd number, have an adult be that child's 
match.  Ask the children with the listening mom cards to go to one side of the 
space in a line.  Have the children with the calling baby cards group together on 
the other side of your space.  Ask your baby penguins to make the sound that is 
written on their cards, and ask your mom penguins to move slowly towards the 
babies while listening.  Help the children as needed to find their match.   
 
Reflection 
 
Ask your group to imagine a busy crowded beach with hundreds of other 
babies calling- it’s noisy!   Zorabelle’s listening skills help her find her baby.  The 
babies then get to eat when their mothers come back so they are enthusiastic 
vocalizers!   You can scale this down for small groups by using less cards, and if 
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Family F 1, F 3, C 1 When Rockhopper penguins 
return from feeding in the ocean, 
they find their babies by listening 
for their unique calls.  



you have one child, you can trade off making calls, listening, and choosing the 
card that corresponds with the sound they hear.   


