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What you need:  
 

●​ Paper 
●​ Black crayons or markers 

 
What to do: 
 
Give each child a piece of paper and a black crayon or marker.   Ask them to 
draw a pattern or design.  Then, have them find a partner who will be their 
mate/friend.  They will stay with this other fish their whole life!  Ask them to 
memorize their partner’s pattern.  Then, gather all the patterns together, mix 
them up, and spread them out on a table or the floor.  Can they remember their 
friend's pattern?  Clownfish use visual signals like color and stripe patterns to 
recognise their mates.  If you have a smaller group or one child, you can draw 
multiple patterns together and pick one to remember.  Mix them all together 
and then see if you can find the patterns you picked. 
 
Reflection 
 
Ask your group if they were able to remember their friend's pattern.  This is an 
important skill for clownfish.  If they have already completed page 32 in their 
Ocean Activity Book, children can share their pages, or you can allow time for 
them to complete the page after the activity.. 

32 Family F 1, F 3 Clownfish stay with one mate for 
their entire life. Pattern 
recognition helps them stay 
together. 


