OCEAN ACTIVITY BOOK LESSON
Dig it!
Page Topic Learning outcomes Dive Deeper Content
44 Home/ K2, K4 D4, C1 Natasha is a Hawksbill sea turtle.
Safety She comes ashore to lay about 140

eggs in a hole that she digs with
her back feet. Then she covers her
eggs and leaves them to develop
under the warm sand.

What you need:

e Tub/bin(s) with Magic Sand, or playground sand
e White pom-poms

What to do:

Put Magic Sand or playground sand in tubs. Ask your group if anyone knows
where and how Hawksbill sea turtles like Natasha lay their eggs.
Confirm/explain that mother sea turtles crawl onto the beach at night, dig a
large hole with their back legs and then lay their eggs in the hole, cover the nest
and then return to the ocean. Share that you have a mini beach for them to dig
in the sand, not with their back legs, but with their fingers. Give out some white
pom-poms and see if they can dig a hole and place eggs in it, and bury the
eggs. If your children are able, see if they can do all of this by using two fingers
only. This can be a calm sensory activity. If you like, this is a great time to show
video of turtles laying eggs.

Reflection:

Ask your group if anyone has ever seen a sea turtle digging or laying eggs on a
beach, or a freshwater turtle laying eggs on the shore of a lake. If they have
already completed page 44 of their book, can they count how many eggs they
drew? Remember that Leatherback sea turtles may lay up to 140 at a time!



