
OCEAN ACTIVITY BOOK LESSON 
Recycle Sort 
 
 Page    Topic             Learning outcomes        Dive Deeper Content 

 
What you need:  
 

●​ Boxes labeled “Recyclable” and “Not recyclable” 
●​ Clean, dry recyclable and non-recyclable food packaging/kitchen items 

 
What to do: 
 
Ask your group if they know what recycling is and if anyone has seen or used a 
recycling bin before.  Explain how some items can be cleaned and made into 
new containers like soda cans, or reprocessed and made into new cardboard.  
Why would this be a good thing?  One reason is that less unwanted items end 
up in the trash.  Sometimes trash gets into our oceans and waterways so 
reducing that can be great for many reasons.   Have your group work together 
(or do so with your child) to sort them into the recyclable and non-recyclable 
boxes/bins.  Depending on your group and space,  you can use a timer to see 
how fast they can sort everything, and then check/review their choices together.  
Additionally you can make this an outdoor activity by giving each child an item 
and having them run to the boxes to sort.   
 
Reflection: 
 
Go through the items together.  How many items did they get in the right 
category?   How does recycling and proper disposal of trash help ocean 
animals?   

45 Action D 4 Look for covered trash cans and 
recycling bins when disposing of 
items as they keep the shoreline 
and ocean clean.  This helps the 
animals stay healthy. 


