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What you need:  
 

●​ A large outdoor space where children can crawl  
●​ Ropes or some way to designate the safe spaces/ocean 

 
What to do: 
 
Set out a rope or designate a safe ocean at one end of your space.  Have your 
children or child at the other end and explain that they are now freshly hatched 
baby turtles, and that they may be tired from digging out of their nest but now 
they have to get to the ocean!  There are many predators that want to eat them.  
Depending on your group size you can highlight that the number of them 
together will help ensure more will make it to the ocean safely.  With a smaller 
group or individual child, they would need to imagine a mass amount of babies 
crawling with them.  One child will be a crab, who will crab-walk around and try 
to tag the crawling turtles.   Once tagged, that baby turtle will become a crab 
too.   Run this a few rounds so the children can see the differences in having lots 
of turtles, or lots of crabs.   If you have just one child, see how fast they can hatch 
and crawl to the ocean, you can slowly chase them as the crab. 
 
Reflection: 
 
Ask your turtles and crabs to reflect on the experience.  What do they think it 
would be like to hatch in dark sand, have to dig out,  and then have to hurry as 
fast as they could to the ocean?   
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K 2, K 4, D 4 After about two months, 
Leatherback sea turtle eggs will 
hatch all together and the babies 
dig their way out of the nest.  They 
all crawl towards the ocean at the 
same time.  This mass hatching 
helps more babies survive.    


